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“Communicable Attributes” = “Those attributes of God considered to have 
corresponding characteristics in human beings.” Donald McKim


Genesis 1:26-27


Ten attributes of God that have corresponding characteristics in human beings… 

1. Holiness 

The prophet Isaiah received a vision concerning the Lord’s holiness… 

Isaiah 6:1-3 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty 
throne, and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  Seraphim were standing above him; 
they each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they flew.  And one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
Armies; his glory fills the whole earth


One theologian has remarked on the reality of this attribute of God… 

“God is absolutely separate from and exalted above all his creatures, and he is equally 
separate from all moral evil and sin.  In the first sense, his holiness is not really an 
attribute that is coordinate with the other attributes, but is rather coextensive with them 
all.  It denotes the perfection of God in all that he is.  In the second sense, it is viewed 
as the eternal conformity of his being and his will.”  Charles Thiessen 

Peter urged believers to pursue holy lives on the basis of God’s holiness… 

1 Peter 1:14-16 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your 
former ignorance. 15 But as the one who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in 
all your conduct; 16 for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy.


2. Love  

John saw love being such a part of God’s character that he used it as an actual name 
for God… 

1 John 4:8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.


Jesus spoke of the way in which such love has existed amongst the Trinity since 
eternity past… 



John 17:24 Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that 
they will see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
world’s foundation.


Agapé = Affection (charity) involving a conscientious choice or decision.


Point: The fact that God’s love is depicted as agapé love indicates that God’s love is 
not conditional.


In the New Testament, God’s people are called to embrace and emulate a love similar 
to the one God possesses… 

Matthew 22:37-40 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.  This is the greatest and most important command.  The second is 
like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these 
two commands.”


Ephesians 5:25-26 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself for her to make her holy, cleansing her with the washing of water by the 
word.


3. Goodness


Jesus made a flat assertion concerning the goodness of God… 

Mark 10:18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good except 
God alone.


“Goodness of God” = refers to the Lord’s moral excellence.  Thus, this attribute 
inverses with other virtues like love, patience, mercy, righteousness, and more.


“Goodness of God” = Teaches us that “…all that God is and does is worthy of 
approval.”  Grudem, 1243.


“God only hat the honor of absolute goodness, and none but God merits the name of 
good…Call none else good but God, for this would be a profane error.  Other things are 
only good in opinion, but have not the true substance of goodness.  He is good in a 
more excellent way than any creature can be denominated good.”  Stephen Charnock 

God’s goodness impacts the way He relates with HIs creatures and it guarantees that 
there is no conflict in His attributes. Erickson, 254. 

Since God is good, God’s people should pursue that which is good… 



Romans 12:9 “Let love be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling to what is good.” 

4. Patience


“Patience of God” = “This is an essential attribute of God whereby He refrains Himself 
from initially pouring out His full wrath upon the sinner, thus postponing his punishment 
— meanwhile bestowing benefits upon him.” Wilhelmus À Brakel, 126.

 

“Patience of God” = God’s constraint of His wrath. Friberg, Friberg, and Miller on 
μακροθυμία


The Psalmist sang of God’s patience… 

Psalm 86:15 But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and 
abounding in faithful love and truth.


Paul linked God’s patience to Christian salvation… 

Romans 2:4 Or do you despise the riches of his kindness, restraint, and patience, not 
recognizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?


This attribute is closely related to God’s mercy.


There is a sense in which God’s patience will one day expire.  He will execute justice 
upon sin (Genesis 15:16; Revelation 19:11-15).  One has said, “…the day of God’s 
grace has an end.  Eventually, without respect of persons, God’s just judgment fell 
upon Israel for Israel’s pervasive evils.  God’s long-suffering is a remarkable virtue, but 
it does not exclude or contradict God’s justice.” Elwell, 497


Believers are called to exhibit a patience similar to that belonging to the Lord… 

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience…


5. Mercy 

The Hebrew word for “mercy” in the Old Testament (חֶסֶד) carries ideas of benevolence 
and kindness, especially toward those in need.  It can mean “to act kindly toward.” 
Gensenius


The Greek word for “mercy” in the New Testament (ἔλεος) refers to a disposition of 
compassion or pity toward those in need.




God’s mercy toward humanity involves His awareness of our wretched condition 
because of our sin.  He regards us as being pitiable and in need of divine help. 
Berkhof, 60.


The Decalogue emphasized this part of God’s character… 

Exodus 20:5-6 Do not bow in worship to them, and do not serve them; for I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous God, bringing the consequences of the fathers’ iniquity on the 
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
faithful love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commands. 

The mercy of God is a ground and basis for our salvation and regeneration… 

Titus 3:4-5 But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind 
appeared, 5 he saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to his mercy—through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit…


God’s mercy can be thought of as existing in both a common and special sense.


The mercy of God should motivate us to draw near to God, instead of hiding from 
Him… 

Hebrews 4:15-16  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without 
sin. 16 Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need. 


6. Righteousness  

Jesus made a plain assertion concerning the righteousness of God, actually using the 
word “righteous” as a prefix to the name of God… 

John 17:25 "Righteous Father, the world has not known you. However, I have known 
you, and they have known that you sent me.” 

“Righteousness” = that which is right based on the character of God.


“Righteousness is the attribute that causes God to always do right.” Bere, 101


Abraham recognized that the Lord possesses impeccable righteousness… 

Genesis 18:25 “You could not possibly do such a thing: to kill the righteous with the 
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. You could not possibly do that! 
Won’t the Judge of the whole earth do what is just?” 



7. Justice


God’s justice is closely related to God’s righteousness.  It springs from His righteous 
character and His faithfulness to vindicate His righteous character.


John spoke of the ultimate day of God’s righteousness in the book of Revelation… 

Revelation 19:11-16 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse. Its rider 
is called Faithful and True, and with justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were 
like a fiery flame, and many crowns were on his head. He had a name written that no 
one knows except himself. 13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called 
the Word of God. 14 The armies that were in heaven followed him on white horses, 
wearing pure white linen. 15 A sharp sword came from his mouth, so that he might 
strike the nations with it. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will also trample the 
winepress of the fierce anger of God, the Almighty. 16 And he has a name written on 
his robe and on his thigh: King of Kings and Lord of Lords.


Romans 12:19 Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for God’s 
wrath, because it is written, Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay.


God’s justice can be thought of as being both remunerative (rewarding) and retributive 
(chastising). Bere, 101 

Though justice is often regarded as being contrary to love, patience, and mercy.  God’s 
justice actually stems from His goodness.  If God did not execute justice on evil, He 
would not show true love toward His creation.  Allowing humanity to wallow in sin 
would actually be a very unloving thing to do.


8. Knowledge


The Psalmist sang of the Lord’s infinite knowledge… 

Psalm 147:5 “Our Lord is great, vast in power; his understanding is infinite.”


This doctrine is related to the omniscience of God.  However, while omniscience says 
God knows all things, knowledge says God knows things.  That is, omniscience 
focuses on the domain of His knowledge — there is no realm containing any 
information or action of which He is not aware.  Knowledge focuses on the fact that He 
is a bastion of information and knowledge.  God has complete knowledge in relation 
both to the physical and spiritual realm.




As beings made in the image of God, we can obtain and develop knowledge 
concerning the physical realm.  However, we can also obtain and develop knowledge 
concerning spiritual realities… 

Colossians 3:10 You are being renewed in knowledge according to the image of your 
Creator.


9. Wisdom


Job declared God’s wisdom… 

Job 12:13 Wisdom and strength belong to God; counsel and understanding are his


Point: What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge?  One has said, 
“Knowledge is the apprehension of truth in mind, while wisdom is the application of 
truth to one’s life….” Geisler, 515. 

God’s possession of wisdom is known as His “omnispacience.”  It means He always 
knows the best course of action in every situation.


Important Point: It is important to note that God’s wisdom is grounded in His other 
attributes.  One has noted, “His omniscience provides the knowledge for His wise 
choices; His omnibenevolence assures that they will be good choices; and His 
omnipotence enables Him to achieve the ends by the means He chooses.” Geisler, 
515 

10.Truth


Truth deals with reality and what is real.


The Hebrew word for truth focused on trustworthiness and reliability. McKim, 289


In Deuteronomy 32:4, we read… 

Deuteronomy 32:4 The Rock—his work is perfect; all his ways are just. A faithful God, 
without bias, he is righteous and true.  

The New Testament reveals that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s truth… 

John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.



